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"An Investment in the Future."
W« have re-ceived the appended letl

whnh is commended to the careful, «>
pathetic consideration of those read
who take chances in futures:
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I hold a hostage from the war. H
the bonniest little Belgian baby, with

of smiles and an angelic look
his dark eyes With his fine head, I th

y he will be a leuder of men, i

maybe help to build up Belgium again.
i.irn at a Red Cr

ispital in town, where my sis
and I went to help the refugee women.

mother ill after his birth; she 1
never :. 'i> do with the bl

therefore helplee* with him, especia
in only give him her own name. I

father is in the trenches fighting. My s

.ght the baby here when he was

old, that he might he m

looked after in country air.
I am offering to some of the reader.«

The Tribune a great chance an investm«
in the future. What the baby needs is a 1

.ne to secure him against the chanc
of fortune until he can fight his own w

in 'he world. I give him all 1 can in t
' care, which i- al' his blessed

:.g now; but
few, and he does need SOI

expenditures and will need others m

future which I can hardly compass.
What can you do for a brave Belgi

baby'* ^akc ? I send thi« appeal in tai
the Atlantic to generous America.

EMILIE FEWSTER JONES.
Crawford, Tilehurst, Berks, Aug. 12, in

The work that societies and institutio
an- doing hi cases like this is fine. Fin
yet is the solicitude and loving care of
individual taking the place of the helple
mother of this wee refugee who may sor

day "be a leader <>f men and help to !>ui

up Belgium." To co-operate in makii
thai possible even to co-operate in rai
ing this baby U) be an honest, useful ci'

no small privilege. It is an invei
menl in the future which would yield dh
dends outside the reach of epeculati

une or material disaster.

Repeating a Blunder.
next act in the "omedy of interve

tion or near-intervention in Mexican a

fairs seems to contemplate a pacificatk
conference from winch (¡encrai Carram

am to be shut out. That would 1
Mte a repetition of the failure of tl

futile Niagara Kails conference. Whc
General Huerta declined to yield two yeai
airo to President Wilson's ultimatum, tl
A. B. ( . powers were called in to help r

order and harmony in Mexico. Tl
\. 1'.. c. mediators asked General Carram

.,-t Chief of the Constitutional moví

ment, to send representatives to the coi

ference. When he manifested some cur

osity as to the scope of the mediatory pr<
ceedings the invitation was cancelled. Tl
conference failed utterly in its objet
because while it sat Hucta's powi
¡crumbled and the excluded Constitutions
.element became the controlling factor i
the Mexican situation.

It is hard to see how a second pacif
cation conference, attended by represent

of the declining Villa and Zapal
factions and by some other unattache
.Mexican statesman, can accomplish anj
thuig more than the Niagara Falls gathei
ing accomplished. When Carranza wa

ignored in 1918 he had possession of onl
a few states in Northern Mexico. Now hi

power, or that of the generals under hin
extends over much the greater part of th
republic. He occupies -Vera Cru/., tli

¡chief seaport, and has military control o

Mexict City, the federal district. Hi
¡armies are the only ones capable of main
taining the fiction of an organized centra

government.
If it was an error to count him out of i

settlement two years ago, it would be stil
more of an error to count him out of on

¡now. In the condition of semi-anarch;
into which Mexico has fallen he represent
about the only force competent to reston
«flcler and to pave the way for a restora
tion of civil government.

I of the greatest weaknesses of the
administration's policy in Mexico has bens

dinating a restoration of order
which American lives and propert\

would again find BOOM degree of protec
tion, to a desire to advance -nine Mexican

d to discipline, others. Our gov¬
ernment has been more concerned about

rta and undermining Car¬
ranza than it has been about using to the

advantage whutever forces were

available for the extinction of anarchy.
A conference in which < arranza's Ho

bsjbJsji wiil be- the chief figures
st'd to end civil war and to

tabliah pejpes, Cunuiua is ¡/utvna nun

lorctfo at Washington becuuse he is self-'
opinionated, punctilious and difficult to

¡handle. But he has lasted longer than
any other of the revolutionary leaders ami
his government i* more firmly established
¡now than it was last year or year before,
last. A Mexican settlement in which he had1
no part would hold out no greater prom-
¡ «¦ of efficacy than did the still-born pro-:

'.. the Ri si A. B. I 'las. o, n

had behind it the military force of the
American powers. And it i« clear that
ithe South America) i ill not be

¡parties to the sort of intervention which
would be required to dislodge Carranca
land to s,>t up in his place a provisional
President in whose selection the Carran-
Izistas had no voice.

Crippling Invisible Government.
I Tht short ballot proposal whicri Mr.
Root's splendid speech did so much t<i put
through the Constitutional Convention is;

a curious compound. It is a thorough¬
going department reorganization scheme

and while «i bas notable flaws, i» is on the

whole a good one. Hut it is not the short,

ballot, as that term has been understood,
¡and as it was even mad«' scmi-authorita-
tive, so far as Republicans were con-;

']cerned, in the adoption by a Republican
Assembly of a resolution for appointment.,
¡of all state officers save Covernor and

Lieutenant Governor.
Mr. Root pleaded for the abolishment

of invisible government. With stirring
fervor he pointed out the course of invisi¬

ble government. boss government.with
¡in the two great parties in Xew York foi

the last forty years, citing instances, nam-

!ing names within the knowledge and expe¬
rience of every man in the convention.
He gave his personal testimony, and no¬

body could speak with more authority,
for what the public has well known.tha;
lin that time Governors were not Govern

¡ors, state officers were not state officers;

they were not public servants actu¬

ally, but, sometimes willingly, sometimes

'against their will, they were the servants

of the political machine which controlled
nominations. and insisted on being fed
with jobs. Out of this machine control

'came the multiplication of bureaus and.

(offices, the confusion of jurisdiction, the;
loss, the waste, the graft, which even so1

great and ii dependent an executive as

¡Hughes was unable to prevent Out of
that also rame the short ballot idea

¡that if only the Governor were elected,
land if he had a free hand to appoint and

remove his cabinet and department heads
as he deemed wise, he would be aide t«i

defy and circumvent tin boss invisible
government.if he desired.

It is greatly to be regretted that Mr.

Root and Mr. Tanner, having the vision

to see the desirability of tiiis and the'

courage to fight for it. were unwilling to
make their fight for the unadulterated
scheme rather than for a compromise
!demanded by jobholders and agents of the

machine. They have practically assured
Ithe adoption of their plan, even better

|than when they first proposed it, but i«

does not leave the Governor as free and
las responsible as he should be. There re«

main as elective officers the Controller and

the. Attorney General, each with large
functions, each with great patronage a:

his disposal. In other words, two of the

strongest fortifications 01 invisible gov¬

ernment as Mr. Root denounced it reman.

at. its command. On the other band, th"
Governor is to be permitted to appoin'
most of his aids without Senate confirma¬
tion.and this is a genuine blow at the

power of the machine, through its legis¬
lative agents, to take a hand in appoint¬
ments supposed to be made wholly by the

executive.
This plan will not kill invisible gov¬

ernment; it may cripple it, at least. I'er

haps a step in advance is all that it is

humanly possible to make at a time. At

any rate, this step, though not as long as

it might have been, is in the right direc¬

tion, and for that it should have the pub¬
lic's approval.

Too Good To Be True.
The report that William G. McAdoo

will seek the Democratic nomination for
Governor in this state will not be crédite 1
m Republican circles. It will be regarded
ai newi too good to be true.

But if the primary law permitted thera
would be thousands of Republican! wh i

would enter the Democratic primaries
solely to contribute their aid to the nomi¬
nation of the man who would be the
unanimous choice of all Republicans.as
the Democratic nominee.

"The work which I have mapped out for

my remaining years," «ay.- Mi William Jen-,

ning« Bryan, "doei not include tbe occupy-!
lag of any political position." The tatter is

to be a mere incident to CbsataUOSa lectur¬

ing, then, like the Secretaryship of State.

While some of Nórdica'* diamonds may

¡have been paste, her gems of song weren't.

I» it a case of "root, hog, or die" with the
short ballot?

-. i! i i.oot at Gambling." Headline.
Maybe the "second thief is best owner."

"The Crown Prince's Mixture."

Arrack, a bottle of which, combined with

¡ether, and called "Crown. Prioeo'l Mixture,"
lis laid to hv given to (i'Tman soldiers to in-

them with "Dutch courage" ,/tfort
gnat onslaughts, must be familiar to most

¡people who have travelled in the Es

j should, properly speaking, be made from the
¡flowers or "toddy" of the coco palm, but tbe
¡orthodox recipe il D01 rigidly observed.
In Egypt "araki," a fi.iy beverage called

|"!ixed bayonets" by Hritioh soldier«, and
drunk by pious Moslems, not beinp tech¬

nically the "win, .-i (,y tht Koran.
i to be obtained from tht datt palm.

Oí recent years large quantities of arrack
nave beer» distilled in (¡eimany and Holland
from rice ami ¦olatses. Kther, the other la-

tat in this royal hell, broth, tonel

j«upplaiits araiakty in Ireland, when

Irording to one medical authority, "the

practice «>f ether drinking is widely preva¬
lent." ' . 4

THE PLATTSBURG CACKLER

He Deserves a Wreath For His An

serine Services.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Thanks to The Tribune for printing
in its issue of August 28 the news item from

another papel that reveals the identity of
the vigilant patriot who "caused the matter

f.r.,1 u.,, d'i conduct at Platt
drawn to the attention of the Secre-

ef War, Garrison." His name then was

11 M aid liai ion Yillard.
It i« said that the cackling of geese once

MYed Rome, and that thereafter the Roman

people kept in recognition a flock of gee«e
apitol Are we imitating them'' But

»i« a difference in the point of attack
i.érable birds and our Amer¬

ican variety. The Roman gi tad his

gs a' the approach of S foreign foe;
our species is vocable only scainst such of
our own citizens a« have founded 'be Nntional
Security League, the Loyal Legion, and the

many others who have attempted to arouse

the nation from its defenceless sleep.
You see, in ancient times the German-

American mind had not yet been invented
whereby it for a citizen to en¬

tertain in public the representative of the
murderers of bis fellows, and then hasten
to pass beneath his country's flag on an

errand of warning to the government against
the périls of militarism fioni within!

Let us, then, if the newspaper reports of
rvice« be true, bestow a civic wreath

upon this patriot of the new order, who liai*
saved us from the foe at Plattsbnrg! A

wreath of onions, that he may be moved to

mingle his tears with Von BernstorlTa over

the ocean graves of our women and children.
I shall he glad to contribute one pfennig

to this testimonial of a nation's respect for
him and to receive further contributions
toward the «ame. G. L. 8TOWELL.

Dorset, Vt., Aug. SO, 1915,

Edgar M. Ward.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The death of the late Kdgar M Ward

this rummer marks the passing of a notable

ligure from the field of art. Though Mr.
Ward had not been a contributor to exhi¬
bitions in recent year«, we recall with pleas¬
ure his important examples, und it would
seem fitting at this time to pause for a mo¬

ment and reflect.
Consider, if we might, what hi? work ha«

to our art end, means to us now.

There is no overlooking the fact that he

gave us in his allotted time a number of

pieces unite in a class by themselves, exam-

ple with a mannet of rendering we may do
w.ii to profit by, especially since a return to

mote academic method- teems exoedient.
oi us whs are not lost or entirely

bewildered by what the so-called modernist
are trying to put over, it i.i a joy m eOBtl
to meditate be-fore such works as Ward'.-,

distinguished always by that superb draw¬

ing, where, with remarkable fidelity and

style, he presented his interesting characters
m their picturesque setting. Combine with
this hi« consummate skill as a painter, and

you have the making of a umber of ex-'

amples many of which might stand first

among a number of contemporary works.

He was not a prolific worker, having given
much of hii time to Is traction at th» acad¬

emy; so much so that it had become pro¬
verbial in the profession to have studied
under Ward, and I might add here that many

of OS owe to him a lasting debt of gratitude
'"or guidance on that haul, uncertain road
He himself had travelled i( m those early

broad, and accounts are given of hun

by old associate« of his popularity and how

he lecl the student colony, American and

English, while in Taris, who would later be¬
take themselves to Pontoise, France. How
thev all looked up to him. for he was honor
student at the F.cole de Reaux-Arls, having
been awarded highest marks in üabanel's
atelier.

In his time he more than fulfilled h>-
promise. His picture at the Metropolitan
Museum, "The Coppersmith," stands not only
as a signal example, but may be counted
as one among a number of example« which
go to prove the value of his attainments.
New York, Aug. 25, 191,'.. W. F. K.

Government and Taxes.
To the BdttOf of The Tribune.

Sir: Government is the people associated
together for the welfare of all, and when

equitably and justly administered produces
prosperity, peace, security, patriotism, con¬

tentment and blessing.
Nowhere is the system of government

.i ted in its equity and fairness as in its

taxes. Cpon this point of government rests
rmanenee and continuity of equity and

justice, t'nequal taxation gives birth to and
class legislation, which is destructive

of any government, democratic or monarch¬
ical.
The money collected for the support of

government is now collected from only a part
nf property, thereby forcing upon a pi
the peopli the obligations of government that

I belong to the other part. This ha«
naturally divided the people into els
those who pay and those who do not pay
their obligations of government a responsi¬
ble and an irresponsible element that con¬

tinue dissatisfaction to open hostilities, class
hatred.
An equitable and just tax upon all prop¬

erty without discrimination would readjust
preheat conditions of unrest upon a basis of
fairness which would secure confidence in
government and also secure its future con¬

tinuance apon the broad lines of prosperity
for nil. It has never been intended "by any
sane government" to diminish or take away
any part of capital value, but only some part
of the revenue arising from it, except when
transferred from the dead to the living.

It is a disgrace to homanfty, a 'ui

civilization, when the non-ta\payei s can out-
I from them not

only the revenue but a part of the capita!,
tig the same to their own uses.

Whether it be'done by legal trickery or high¬
way hold-up. it is extremely dishonest, re¬

sulting only in disaster and ruin to all con¬

cerned. W. »BED SILI.KCK
Brooklyn, Aug. 28, 1915.

Wanted.A Jiu-Jitsu Mate.
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Formerly men paid much attention to

physical «»lf-defence. But to-day sword and
gun are .enied the citizen. In attacks or

emergencies that occur.on the street, in

cars, on ships what shall one do barehanded
to establish order or subdue the other fellow?
Great size and strength belong to few.

Athletes praise boxing and wrestling.the
manly arts. But size anyway I* a big factor.
The Japanese jiu-jitsu always appealed to

me. Medium size and strength are no handi-
It capitalizes them. The result is

quick seldom protracted into long bouts.
Not to become pugnaciou¿, but for confi¬

dence, I want to spend part of my time on

jiu-jitsu. Hook instruction and theoretical
practice on one's self count for nothing. The
idea is to have a mate and for each to study
grip- Mud holds methodically, possibly tak¬
ing rudimentary lesson, from ¦ reliable
teaebei

I Snsader if, of the many reader- of \mir

letters, preferably among the younger nun

like myself, any think along the lines that
se. H NILGRAM.
.New York, Aug. Sft, 1911,

"AS A GREAT CONCESSION. I'LL LET YOU LIVE!"

FROM BERLIN TO BAGDAD"

A Communication Which, to Con¬
found the Author, Is Printed

with Thanks.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: If restraint is a sign of culture you
may attribute to me a goodly measure of that
riiui'h debated iiuality, for I have until now-

refrained from commenting on your edito¬
rials in spite of tbe many provocations which

they have furnished me. I do not believe in

[condemning where I cannot at the same time
commend. However, your editorial sheet of

to-day, both 3ides of it, stands unique among

recent issues of The Tribune, both for its im¬

personality of tone and it* sweep of histori¬
cal imagination.
"From Berlin to Bagdad" comes closer to a

complete comprehension of the "underlying"
'causes of tht war than anything which I have
seen from the pen «if a New York editor, not

excepting Mr. Ridder. To be sure, the .sub-
stance of tins article has long been stock
knowledge to a limite«! number of thinking
people, people whose powers of discrimina¬
tion are not destroyed by the reiteration of
such clap-trap phrases as "German frightful-
ness," "America first," "the Belgian atroci¬
ties," "English international philanthro-
pism," etc. Those who rest their judgment!
upon the broad facts of history among Eng
lishmen, notably Hilaire Belled Bertrand
Russell, G. Bernard Shaw, G. I.owes Dickin¬
son i rather than'upon isolated theatrical by-
piays have not failed, from the very hegin-
ning, to note the real trend of the war.

The early march of the English up the

Enphratet Valley toward Bagdad, while not a

conspicuous c\ent, was of tremendous signifi¬
cance to those who discriminate between the
apparent and the real. The facts about the
Bagdad Railway which you now present,
seemingly for the first time, have long been
known to the Germans themselves. One of
the first things which my father told mo

,when he returned from Germany last Sep¬
tember was that this very railway had created
more friction between the English and the
Germans than any other factor cr group
of factors. In spite of ita lack of

legoteric originality, your own article will
have a dootlttj novelty and greatness in the
eyes of the large majority of people. You
cannot advance the cause of universal wel¬
fare in any bi'tter way than by similar at¬

tempt» to promote universal intelligence; and
you Can promote universal intelligence much
more quickly by presenting historical facts
than by transcribing the emotional paroxysms
into which they sometimes send you.
The same friendly criticism applies to the

other side of this remarkable sheet. The first
editorial presents the true genius of the Ger-
m.in people far better than any editorial
which has thus far come to my notice. To be
sure, the substance of the article is not origi¬
nal, for it consists almost entirely of quota¬
tion-. However, the interlarded comment»
are quite original, and the editor ia to be
highly admired for the unqualified admira¬
tion which he shows for another man's ex¬

planation of German militarism, especially as

¡the explanation is almost diametrically op¬
posed to the theory so vehemently advanced
by The Tribune and most of it« contempo¬
raries. I sincerely hope that the editorial
was not due to an oversight, or to the uncen-

sored ambition of some youthful but philo¬
sophical member of your staff. It is almost
too dispassionate to have emanated from the
eloquent pen of him who usually ornaments
that particular space.
"Byran's Reward" is a gem. Not even the

«omewhat labored wit of your famed rival
ha« approached this fragrant distillation of a

thousand epithets. An ounce of such light-
fingered irony is worth a ton of vituperation.
The greater pity, therefore, that iu heels
lheel4 be trodden by the coarse spite of the
List line of "A Royal Request." Really, Mr.
Editor, it was not worthy. The hope persists
that this is the element of strangenes» which
must mar all perfection, and yet-
"German Air Raids" is a very clever at¬

tempt to analyze one of the most profound
traits in the German character. The editor

n the "childlike imagination" of the
German people the sign of an inherent weak¬
ness and the prophecy of an ultimate failure.
To me, if my dissenting voiee may be par-
doned, 'hi- it the most hopeful sign in the
German nation. That such florescent roman¬

ticism ¦houle' walk hand in hand with such
deadly efficiency if must use the word to

'bring out the contrast;, that Wie genius of a

Russian campaign should be compatible with
the genius of the childish shout, "A balloon!"

well, to put it mildly, there is still hope for
the land of the Christmas tree.

As regards the publication of this letter,
you will do as you please. I have noticed
tha' most editors publish only two kinds of
letters, those that are so unreserved in their
approval of the editor SI to vindicate them-
.elvea, and those that are so fanatically con¬

demnatory as to refute themselves. The rar¬

est of communications, and at the same time
the most dangerous for the editor, is the one

that discriminates between the true and the
fell e, Such a letter can "show up" an editor
better than a thousand vials of wrath poured
out into print. Hence, I doubt very much if
it will be pos-ible for. you to publish this
letter. However, I should feel quite content
if you were to circulate it among the mem¬

bers of your staff.
As a parting word, Mr. Editor, let me say

that the severest punishment which I can

wish you for some of your editorials against
Germany and the hyphenated German-Amer-
icans Is the punishment of reading your own

editorials about three years from now. Could
I devise any fate more poetically just?

HENRY C. LINK.
Yale Station, New Haven, Aug. 29, 1915.

Stoning a Prophet.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I want to thank you for your cartoon

of General Wood this mortiing and f^el sure

that all who recognize selfless devotion to

duty, honor and country join me. He is a

great tragic figure in the world to-day feel¬
ing tremendous responsibility poignantly;
seeing with cruel clearness the peril of his

country and its urgent need, he has talked
ceaselessly to deaf ears. He has had to bear
hearing
"The truth he's spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for

fools.
And watched the things he gave his live to,

broken,
And stooped and built them up with worn-

out tools."
If ever war comes upon us and we suffer

for our smug self-complacency the blame will
all fall upon the man whose life has been

given to avert such a disaster. He is our

Lord Roberts twin spirit to the "Bobs" who
died heartbroken at the failure of his coun¬

try. We must always stone our prophets,
it seems, at least our true ones. You are

right. "He can stand it."
AN OFFICER'S WIFE.

New York, Aug. 28, 1916.

Advice to the Press.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: If the press of this country would

¡demand of Congress that the obnoxious war

¡tax be raised by imposing a duty on war ma¬

terial exported, and thus place the burden
of taxation on those who are either respon¬
sible for or deriving a profit from the war,

the people who pay this tax and support the
press would feel that their interests were

being better protected than by the positive
assurances of the press that 75 per cent of
the people favor severing diplomatic rela¬
tions with Germany for the purpose of up¬
holding a technicality of international law,
¡of no interest to any one but those desiring
¡to travel on ships of belligerent nations in
time of war.

Ai a representative of patriotic Ameri¬
cans. I would ask that the press devote more

time to bringing about results of practical
value to the people and less space to influ¬
encing result« that might impoverish them.

F. W. KICHAKDSi.N.
New York, Aug. 2(1, 1915.

An Unwarranted Reprimand.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: A public reprimand t* a military offi¬
cer, particularly to one of high rank, is s
punishment of no light character. It is on*
of the punishments prescribed by the regu¬
lations that m»y be imposed by sentence of
a court martial.

Indeed, it has been questioned whether
otherwise there is any legal authority for it.
It seems hardly necessary to add that in the
case or General Wood there is no court,
martial or civil, that would have found him
guilty of any offence for his connection with
the Roos*velt incident, or subjected him
therefor to any punishment or ohlocjuy what¬
ever. G. 1'. MONTAGU!.
New York, Aug. 28, 1915.

ROOSEVELT'S GREAT SERVICE

Telling the Truth Where Truth Is

Sorely Needed.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: A few day* ago you permitted to ap¬

pear on your editorial page a cartoon in
which Theodore Roosevelt was caricatured
with grotesque and meaningless misrepre¬
sentation. A day or two thereafter your
leading editorial asserti that the "Colonel
tells the sober truth." defending the mes¬

sage, if not the manner, of his Plattsburg
speech. The petty attack of the cartoon, fol¬
lowed immediately by the candid and coura¬

geous defence by the editorial, struck me as

revealing a serious weakness in The Trib¬
une's stand at a time when resolute firmness
is our country's desperate nee«!
The weakness lies in yielding to the easy

tendency of ridiculing our cnergeti: ex-Preai-
dent, while his thorough sincerity and ser¬

vice for righteousness are recognized and
acknowledged. If The Tribune respects Mr.
Roosevelt's patriotism and fearlessnesi when
indifference and timidity are our notional re¬

proach, not to say disgrace, then it belongs
to The Tribune to honor Theodore Roosevelt
us the outstanding exponent of those quali¬
ties to which the ideals of William Jen¬
nings Bryan stand as the antithesis, tnd of
which the behavior of our presen: adminis¬
tration reveals a pitiful lack.
Very many people cannot account for Mr.

¡Roosevelt's outspoken denunciation of what
he believes to be wrong. To say what one

means and to mean what one says is to

foreign to the public utterances of so many
of our public men that we have come to at¬
tribute great mentality to those in political
lift who talk and write so that they cannot
be understood.
Of course, Mr. Roosevelt's advocacy of pre-

¡paredness has no more to do with precipi¬
tating war than the personal development
of manly phjraiqae, muscular strength and

jiithletic prowess has to do with designing
warder. Mr. Roosevelt's Presidency was dis¬
tinguished by the restoration of peace
through his personal intervention when do¬
mestic strife and international warfare had
¡long prevailed, and never vas the Nobel
peace prize more meritoriously bestowed
than upon this champion of right at any
price.
To earnestly desire peace is not to pre¬

vent war. If war is a possibility, however
remote, it is criminal not to be ready for
the contingency should it arrive. Every war
in which this nation has engaged in the
past has been a spectacle of unprepared-
ness in which greater loss of precious life
was due to our own stupidity and negiert
than to the enemy's valor.
Theodore Roosevelt is a patriot demand-

ling the conservation of hi« country's
strength for the time of need, which may
¡be imminent. He has devoted his entire
¡brilliant career to his country's service. I«
America so surfeited with disinterested pa¬
triotism that The Tribune can afford to at¬
tempt to belittle Theodore Reoeoveltt

EDWA1D F STKVE.N'S.
Shorehtm, L. I., Aug. 11, 1915.

On the Colonel's Trail.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Tht insults which Theodore Roose¬
velt has cast upon the sons of the Father¬
land will not go unanswered, as the elec¬
tions of 1916 will show. No matter what the
English-American press may say, we Ger¬
mans and German-Americani, holding as we
do a balance of political power, will decide
the national election. Then we will tend to
Theodore and any who may be in sympathy
with his unpatriotic ideaa. H. KLCTSGH.

Brooklyn, Aug 28, 1916.

Por All Neutrals or for Ourselves
Only?

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: In the ttrly days of our foreign

troubles it seems to me that we heard much

about our government championing the etuse

of all neutrals on the high sea». Now en

seem to be demanding only safet> for Ameri¬
cans. Am 1 wrong? DM we never undertake
more than protection for our own people?
Thanks, for your clear and fair editonale.
New York, Aug. ta, 1915. QUERY.


